
SAPTO General Meeting MINUTES
1/11/2022, 6:30pm

Officers in attendance: Judy Pitsios, Jennifer Evanski, Karin Roessle, Amy Russo, Cara Daniell

1. Judy Pitsios called the meeting to order
a. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Cara Daniell read the minutes of the previous General Meeting (11/9/21)
3. Judy spoke about Correspondence:

a. Reminder: Follow us on social and website: http://www.southamboy.my-pto.org; email us
sapto08879@gmail.com or message on FB with Qs. *Don’t call schools.

4. Theo Kross gave the Treasurer’s Report:
a. Working balance without earmarked funds: $10,844

5. Report of the Officers
a. Judy spoke on behalf of Nicole Navarria

i. Flyer sale prior to Spring Break: candy
ii. Potentially Pocketbook Bingo outside in the spring, stay tuned

b. Jennifer Evanski
i. Fun Run at the elementary school will be Friday, June 10; early stages of

planning. Will be on a Friday, and back to a true “run.” We will need volunteers.
c. Karin Roessle

i. Holiday Bazaar summary: Thanks to all volunteers. We made a total of $1,792.
d. Amy Russo

i. Fall Virtual Book Fair was canceled, unfortunately. Scholastic was experiencing
limited shipping and didn’t want people to get the wrong orders.

ii. Spring Book Fair: Read Across America Week Feb 28 - March 4; communicating
with administration about where to house it, guidelines, etc. We will need
volunteers and if anyone would be interested in co-chairing, that would be great.
We may try to have only half the day open to make it easier to cover volunteer
shifts.

e. Judy spoke on behalf of Marie Holovacko
i. SA Photo Hunt (Spring) - will be working with local businesses hopefully to

participate as a photo spot & potentially donate gift cards for prizes.
6. Old and Unfinished Business: Judy Pitsios

a. Members requested that we host meetings virtually so here we are.
b. We’d promoted the Educator of the Year nominations – Congratulations to the honorees:

Middle High School: Nancy Kovacs, Teacher of the Year; Cathy Housman: Educational
Specialist of the Year; Elementary School: Kristen LaMagna, Teacher of the Year;
Lauren Strumwasser, Educational Specialist of the Year. Well deserved.

c. Class Fundraising Opps: At the Holiday Movie night – 5th grade concessions; 6th and 8th
grades sold items. 5th grade is doing again in February. 12th grade will have the
following two. Reminder: If your class has a fundraiser going on, we are happy to host at
movie nights. Also happy to collaborate with all – let us know how we can support. We
certainly can promote others, reach out to us.

7. New business: Judy Pitsios
a. Opening up nominations for PTO Executive Board for the 22-23 school year. Please

email if interested. Open: 4 VP positions, Corresponding Secretary, and Recording
Secretary. To join the board you have to be an active member in good standing, which is

http://www.southamboy.my-pto.org
mailto:sapto08879@gmail.com


defined as having paid your dues and participation in meetings like this. So please
consider joining us. Voting will take place in the spring

b. If you’re not ready for an officer spot, volunteer for committees. Movie Night, Membership
& Hospitality, Publicity… Bylaws, which are supposed to be reviewed every three years.
Please, we need your voices and your expertise. Email us if interested in volunteering.

c. We’d like to plan a “Meet and Greet” soon to hang out for an hour drinking coffee, etc.
and chatting. Dicey because of Covid. Would love to hear thoughts/ideas

d. We are considering a Family Event in June. Potential ideas include food trucks / Frog
Hollow, more to come.

8. Membership comments
a. Superintendent Jorge Diaz / Dr. Martin Gurczeski explained the frustration of the virtual

week due to Covid cases and lack of staff. Reiterated that the teachers truly want to be in
person, circumstances are causing frustration for all. There was an explanation about
contact tracing; any questions can be addressed to contacttracer@sapublicschools.com.
It was also mentioned that the executive-ordered mask mandate remained in place.

b. Brian Murphy inquired as to what does flyer sale mean? It’s the fundraising brochures
sent home to buy frozen food or candy or candles. Also inquired about a BOE member
volunteering at events, to which superintendent Diaz answered was not recommended.

c. Maureen Stryzkalski: Thankful for the partnership between the staff and the PTO.
d. Mrs. Buchanan thanked the PTO for the Grinch visit at the Holiday parties.
e. Question in the chat about why no traditional father-daughter/mother-son dances. We felt

that getting all dressed up and having to wear masks was not appealing. However, the
idea is still up for discussion.

f. Josephine Carr suggested possibly an Olympic game theme for the Family Event.
g. Cara Daniell requested any and all ideas for group games for the Fun Day that is

scheduled for the end of the year; suggestions were: egg and spoon race, three-legged
race, potato sack race, and popcorn parachute.

9. Adjournment

SAPTO OFFICERS
President: Judy Grover Pitsios; First Vice President: Nicole Navarria; Second Vice President: Rosina Parker; Third Vice

President: Jennifer Evanski; Fourth Vice President: Karin Roessle;
Corresponding Secretary: Amy Russo; Recording Secretary: Cara Daniell; Treasurer: Theodora Kross

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership and Hospitality: Marie Holovacko; Sunshine and Nominating: Jennifer Rowley;

Publicity: Dana Lawson

2021-22 CLASS PARENT REPRESENTATIVES
PreK: Karin Roessle; Kindergarten: Rosina Parker; 1st: Jennifer Rowley; 2nd: Dana Lawson;

3rd: Cara Daniell; 4th: Marie Holovacko; 5th: Amy Russo
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